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It is an honor and a privilege to once again serve the OBUA and together 
with a very talented and experienced team it is our plan to make this a 
fruitful year. 
  
I take this opportunity to thank Reg Bartholomeusz and the outgoing 
committee for all the good work they have done over the past year and 
Reg in particular for his stewardship over the past three years. 
  
The OBUA faces new challenges as its traditional mode of fundraising the 
“Winter Warm Up” and the Double Blue Ball now form part of a very busy 
Sri Lankan social calendar with numerous other functions scheduled for 
the same dates. Competing In this environment will not be an easy task 
but I am sure we will meet the challenge. 
  
In the past  we have looked  to our loyal  support base to make up the 
numbers for these functions and  tend  to depend on the same sources 
for an ever shrinking  sponsorship and advertising dollar. It is evident that  
we will  have to look beyond these sources  if we are  to maintain the 
same high  standards we have set ourselves. In this regard we appeal for 
your support and patronage at the functions  planned for the year ahead. 
  
The aims of the OBUA when it was formed 37 years ago were focused 
and very precise. 
  
• To unite in a fraternal band those who were educated at Wesley 

College Colombo. 
  
• To afford an opportunity of bringing together past a present pupils of 

Wesley College. 
  
• To assist in meeting the needs of the college as they arise 
  
• To do all things necessary to preserve the honor and dignity of the 

college 
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P O Box 123 
Glenway MDC 

Mulgrave,  
VIC 3170 

 

 

 Email 
Correspondence 

 
All members who 
prefer to receive   

OBU 
correspondence  

by email are invited  
to inform  

the Secretary 
brianazoor@gmail. 

com 
 

Your email address  
will then be included  

on our database.  
This means that  

future OBU  
Newsletters  

will also be sent  
to you  

via email and  
not by post.  

Your co-operation 
 is appreciated. 

………. 
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We have met these aims to a great extent but in recent  years the demand 
from Wesley has been a priority and quite rightly so. We will always support 
the school in its hour of need but the pendulum needs  to swing back in the 
other direction with a renewed focus on bringing together Wesleyites in 
Australia and in particular Victoria as the first and second of our aims clearly 
outlines. 
  
With this in mind the social committee will explore and canvas the option of a 
club function for members, their spouses and partners which will include our 
senior members as guests. This could take the form of a Sunday luncheon. 
Should this event be a success and your support will deem it so, it could 
become a part of the yearly social calendar. 
  
The enthusiastic sports committees will review our commitments for the year 
namely the  CJ Orloff  golf  tournament with Trinity College , the quadrangular 
cricket tournament and the rugby 7s. Dates for these events will be advertised 
once finalized.  
  
The excellent revamped web page and the face book page will keep you up to 
date on local and international Wesley News. Please take the time to browse 
these two avenues of information.  
  
We will target three news letters for the year which in the main will be 
distributed electronically and with this in mind we are in the process of 
confirming the details of all members we have in our data base.  We ask that 
you help us by filling in the questionnaire in this news letter with your details 
and returning it to the secretary ASAP. 
  
Your comments, suggestions and input are always welcome, so please do not 
hesitate to send these through to myself or the secretary. 
 

 Ora Et Labora 
  
 Bryan Wijeyekoon 

Name Address 

  
   

Home Tel:   
Mobile :   
Email :   
Commenced at Wesley:    
Left Wesley:   
Date of Birth ( optional ):   

mailto:brianazoor@gmail.ccom
mailto:brianazoor@gmail.ccom
mailto:brianazoor@gmail.ccom
mailto:brianazoor@gmail.ccom
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Wesley College O.B.U. Committee Directory 2017 
 
 
President: Bryan  Wijeyakoon  0409 554 582 terryhood@iprimus.com.au 
Vice President: Ben Nathanielsz 0417 530 027 ben.naths1@optusnet.com.au 
Secretary: Brian Azoor 0439 282 195 bahardeen59@bigpond.com 
Treasurer: Faizal Devananda 0403 135 300 mfdevan@gmail.com 
Editor: Sri Kanagasabapathy 0416 009 771 s.kanagasabapathy@panalpina.com 
 
General Committee: Norton Abeydeera 0421 830 674 n.abeydeera@bigpond.com 
 Darryl Koch 0413 758 501 darrylkoch54@gmail.com 
 Duminda Nissanka 0423 723 473 nissankaduminda@yahoo.com 
 Granville Norton 0434 677 154 granville@hadard.com.au 

 

Events Calendar 
 

23rd Sept - Kingswood Touch Rugby 7s -  Box Hill Rugby Club 
 
7th Oct - “The Great Gatsby” - Double Blue Ball 
 (Details in this newsletter) 
 
12th Nov - CJ Orloff Golf Tournament – Morack Public Golf Course 
 
26th Nov - Members & Seniors End of Year Luncheon (venue TBC) 
 
25th Feb 2018 - Annual General Meeting 

Subscription Reminder 
Your membership subscription is now due and payable. The annual fee is $20 and if you have 
not paid for this year - 2017, please make payment as soon as possible. 
All cheques should be made out in favour of Wesley College Colombo OBUA and posted to: 
 
The Treasurer  OR by ELECTRONIC BANK TRANSFER 
Wesley College Colombo OBUA Bank details:  
P O Box 123 National Australia Bank 
Glenway MDC Mulgrave        Account Name:  
 WESLEY COLLEGE COLOMBO  OLD BOYS UNION 
 BSB: 083323  
 Account No.: 622965907 
Please send an email to this address when you have completed the transaction so that we 
can acknowledge receipt. 

mailto:terryhood@iprimus.com.au
mailto:ben.naths1@optusnet.com.au
mailto:bahardeen59@bigpond.com
mailto:mfdevan@gmail.com
mailto:s.kanagasabapathy@panalpina.com
mailto:darrylkoch54@gmail.com
mailto:nissankaduminda@yahoo.com
mailto:granville@hadard.com.au
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PROJECTS undertaken at Wesley  
 
 

Cricket Blazer Material Officially handed over to the School Authorities 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Wesley College 1st XI Cricket Blazer material was officially handed over to the school authorities 
on the 2nd June 2017. An initiative taken by the Past President of the OBU Jeremy Brohier when he 
was elected President was intimated to Keith De Kretser when Jeremy met him in Australia in April 
2015. Keith very obligingly undertook to take the project forward. He was able to source a reputed 
fabric supplier from the United Kingdom. He even went to the extent of selecting the fabric and 
obtaining a swatch of the end product. Keith tried his best to find donors from Australia to sponsor 
the material but was unable to do so.  
Keen to take this project forward Capt. Navin De Silva Vice President of the OBU then undertook 
the request of Jeremy to source the funds to procure the required quantum of material from UK. 
The OBU in London and a few old boys responded generously to Capt. Navin’s request, readily 
agreeing to sponsor the 125 meters of material. 
Coordinating the project directly with the supplier on behalf of the OBU in Colombo, old boys in the 
UK and Wesley College was Wimal De Silva who was a Past President of the OBU in UK and 
who  himself was a generous contributor to the project. Mr. Wimal De Silva has always been a 
spontaneous and quiet philanthropist towards many of Wesley’s projects over the years. He 
continues in the same vein whenever Wesley’s call sounds.      
On behalf of the School I wish to extend my sincere appreciation and thanks to the London OBU, 
Mr. Wimal De Silva, Mr. Nihal Pieris, Mr. Layton Vanderputt, Mr. Ramachrishnan, Mr. Ivor 
Yanhapath, Mr. Anura De Silva and Mr. Douglas Raymond for coming forward to generously 
sponsor a very expensive and rich textured cricket blazer material for Wesley College. 
Appreciating the initiative of Jeremy Brohier and Keith De Kretser and Capt. Navin De Silva for 
sourcing the donors, I also express my appreciation to Derrick Goonetilleke who undertook to clear 
the shipment on behalf of the school. 
  
May God Bless you all! 
 

Avanka Fernando 
ACTING PRINCIPAL 
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DEVELOPMENT OF THE INFRASTRUCTURE  
 
We must place on record our appreciation and thanks to Mr. Jeremy Brohier the ex-President of the 
OBU for his initiative in making a significant contribution from the Walk fund to develop the infra-
Structure for sports especially at the Havelock Primary. The detailed list of the contributions released to 
the school for this purpose is identified below:  
 
02 practice Badminton courts  Rs.   100,000/=       For Havelock Primary  
01 Practice Basketball court  Rs.   400,000/=       For Havelock Primary  
Resurfacing Basketball court  Rs.   350,000/= Borella  
02 new Table tennis tables  Rs.   200,000/= Borella  
Track kits for 1st XI cricket team  Rs.     75,000/=  
New name boards in pavilion  Rs.   250,000/= Pavilion  
Cricket equipment for 1st XI team Rs.     75,000/=  
Improvement to pavilion  Rs.     50,000/= Borella 
Upgrading of pavilion  Rs. 1,000,000/=  

Total  Rs. 2,500,000/=    

     Obituaries & Tributes 

BUULTJENS, James Wallace  
Father of  John  OBA ( NSW) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Old Boys 
Union 

Australia 
Branch 

extends our 
sincere 

sympathies to 
the respective 
families and 

friends.  
 
 

May their  
souls rest  
in peace. 

 

de KRETSER, Ronald Mack 
Beloved husband of Renate. Loving father of Serena (Rochelle), Shane, Andrew and 
Natasha.  Brother of Warwick, Burdette & Linda 

LAPPEN, Glyn Valiant 
Beloved husband of Tazma (nee Henderling). Father of Ingrid and Delwyn 

NATHANIELSZ, Russell 
Brother of Ronnie(dec.) and Tyrone 

SELVADURAI, Victor 
Father of Anton 

STEPHENSON, Teddy (W.A.) 

VAN BUREN, Ivan  
Brother of Ronald and Keith de Kretser 

VAN DORT, Patrick 
Brother of  Ivan Van Dort 

de Zilwa Gerald 
Beloved husband of …... and  Brother in law of Cecil and Arthur d’With-Barbut 
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Radley Claessen: An Appreciation 
June 25, 2017 

Justin Labrooy 
 
In January this year, Radley Claessen, a founder member and past President of ASLA, passed away 
peacefully at home after a full and active 85 years. The first twenty seven years of Radley’s life were 
spent in Colombo.   He distinguished himself at his Alma Mater, Wesley College, where he was Senior 
Prefect and Captain of a Wesley cricket team which carried all before it in 1952. Radley’s prominence 
in sport led onto a career in journalism with The Times of Ceylon where he subsequently became 
Night Editor.  He married Angela in 1954 and the eldest of their children, Desiree, was born in 
Colombo.  In 1958 the family migrated to Australia, leaving a country undergoing rapid political 
change to a new life and the challenges of establishing itself in a new environment. 

Wesley College Cricket team in 1952 with Radley as Captain       

After a brief spell at the iconic “Eagle on the Hill” service station owned by another Sri Lankan 
expatriate, Bruce Collette, Radley moved to the Hospitals Department. In 1963, he was appointed 
Publicity and Promotions Officer in the Highways Department of South Australia where he was able 
to utilise his previous experience as a journalist.  He continued in this position till he retired in 
1985.  He was highly regarded by his many colleagues and friends in the Highways Department. 

His impact and contribution in the wide world outside of work were also significant.  Radley and 
others of his generation were among the first wave of migrants from Sri Lanka to settle in 
Adelaide.  The Claessen clan, which was a micro-community in itself, was active in reaching out to 
others who came later and were trying to find their feet in a new country. Radley and Angela were 
founder-members of ASLA which came into being in the mid-1970’s. ASLA rapidly became a venue 
for new migrants, others who had an affinity with Sri Lanka, and for their families, to get to know 
each other at ASLA functions such as the annual Christmas party and New Year’s Eve Dance. Radley 
was President of this Association for 2 years in the 1980’s.  He was appointed as the first Honorary 
Consul for Sri Lanka in South Australia around this time.  He was also a Justice of the Peace at 
Campbelltown Council for over 30 years. 

My first awareness of Radley dates to 1952 when I read of him and heard of the exploits of the 
Claessen brothers, Radley and Bryan, on the cricket field.  My first meeting with him and Angela 
would have been at ASLA in 1976, following which we developed a life-long friendship.  I had the 
privilege of providing medical care for them through serious health challenges and got to know much 
about them and their family.  I learnt even more about their lives at the beautiful commemorative  
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service held for Radley after his death in January this year.  At this service, members of his family 
eloquently described aspects of his early life, how he met and married Angela, their devoted 
marriage, and the loving nurture and support given to his children, Desiree, Patsy, Debbie and 
Russell and their families.  This was reciprocated by all of them, particularly in the last years of 
Radley’s life when he resolutely continued to live on, after Angela’s death, in the house he had built 
for her many years before. His life as a committed Christian was also highlighted. 

I will end with a brief cricketing verse which epitomises this gentleman who greatly enriched the 
lives of those of us who knew him: 
 

“When the one great scorer comes, 
To write against your name, 

He writes not if you won or lost 
But how you played the game”. 

Justin La Brooy, 17.4.2017 
 

========================================================================== 

Two leading schools in the island- Wesley College and St. Joseph’s College situated in Colombo will 
celebrate their Centenary cricket match which is scheduled to be played on January 6 and 7 at 
Campbell Park.   
 
The two schools will confront each other for the Bryan Claessen – Arthur Hakel Memorial Trophy 
which is being introduced for the first time in memory of two distinguished old boys of the two 
schools.  
 
Wesley College will be led by Shamod Athulathmudali and St. Joseph’s College by Harin Cooray. 
Out of the 99 encounters St. Joseph’s College lead the series with 35 wins, the last being in 2016 
under Sandaruwan Rodrigo. Wesley College with 10 wins recorded their last win in 1969 under 
Amresh Rajaratanam.  
 
Bryan Claessen captained the Wesley in 1953. Under his leadership, Wesley was unbeaten, having 
registered victories against St. Joseph’s, Royal, Kingswood, Prince of Wales and Richmond. 
 
The matches against S. Thomas’, Trinity and St. Peter’s were drawn. The match against Royal has 
been singled out because of certain special features. In each of three innings, the totals did not 
exceed 85. Royal scored 68 and 76 while Wesley scored 145 and 84. 
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Bryan notched up four centuries against Trinity (101 not out) 115 vs Kingswood, 157 not out vs 
Richmond and 105 vs St.Thomas’. His best bowling performance was against Zahira (9 for 37). Other 
good performances were 8 for 68 vs St. Joseph’s 6 for 39 vs Kingswood, 6 for 20 vs Prince of Wales, 
6 for 87 vs Trinity, and 6 for 38 vs Richmond.  
 
Bryan was selected to play for All-Ceylon while at school, in 1953, under Sargo Jayawickreme. 
 
He was an outstanding and complete cricketer, a stylish and aggressive stroke maker with an array 
of strokes all round the wicket. He was also a wily leg spinner, who bamboozled batsmen with his 
flight and spin, a brilliant fielder in any position, and one of the prodigious captains produced by 
Wesley.  
 
Bryan migrated to Australia in 1957, and secured several awards in cricket. He will be remembered 
as the first Sri Lankan to be elected President of a South Australia’s District Cricket Club.  
 
Professionally, Bryan was a Prosecutor in Family Law. When he retired in March 1988, he was in 
charge of the Division responsible for the enforcement of family support orders in South Australia. 
 
Arthur Hakel was a multi-talented sportsman representing St. Joseph’s in cricket, athletics and 
soccer. He played cricket under the captaincy of Lalit de S. Wijeyeratne in 1968 and Brian 
Obeyesekere in 1969, and opened bowling on the two seasons. 
 
Arthur achieved a hat-trick as an opening bowler against Richmond College and was known as hat-
trick Hakel by his team mates, Arthur was never a batsman however he valued his wicket and would 
not throw his wicket away. On the field he was one of those quickest throwers of the ball, as he was 
a javelin thrower and held the schools javelin record for some time. After leaving school he 
represented the Colombo Cricket Club. After spending day in day out on the field while at College, 
he could not do without same after leaving College as he gave back his to his alma mater all what he 
reaped, joining the Cricket Committee and being the Chairman of the Athletic Committee, and was 
the first President of the Past Cricketers Association of St. Joseph’s College until his untimely death 
last year. 
  



OBUA Newsletter – Winter Edition 2017 

Sports Highlights   
by  Clifford Rodrigo – Sports Administrator, Wesley College 

    

S 
 
ports Update for 1st Quarter 2017  

9 

We have just concluded our 2016 / 17 Cricket Season on a bright note when we outplayed 
Kingswood College in our final match which we convincing won on 1st innings. Although our 
performance in our traditional games was reasonably satisfactory, the overall performance for the 
Season left much to be desired in that our performance in the Tournament matches was well 
below expectations. We append below some highlights of the Season.  
 
 In our centenary Cricket match against St. Josephs’ College played at Campbell Park, our 2 

down bat Thilina Perera broke the record for the highest individual score in the series against 
St. Josephs’ by scoring 160 runs. Incidentally, we nearly won the match when we had 5 St. 
Josephs’ wickets for 6 runs in their second innings ending the day at 40 runs for 6 wickets, 
having yet to clear the deficit as Wesley led in the 1st innings.  
 

 Movin Subasinghe was the most prolific scorer having accumulated well over 600 runs for the 
season, in addition to his all-round performance in capturing 35 wicket during the season.  
 

 Shenal Dangalle who is yet under 17 had an impressive season bagging over 40 wickets 
including an 8 wicket haul against St. Benedicts in the 1st innings.  
 

 Wicket Keeper Thisuraka Akmeemana scored over 500 runs during the season and had 30 
victims behind the stumps. 

   
 Thilina Perera scored the only century of the season.  

 
 Shenal Dangalle was picked for the Schools under 19 Squad in preparation for its forthcoming 

Australian Tour.  
 

 With future development of Cricket in mind, we have revamped the structure and streamlined 
the coaching process and personnel. Besides, we have also placed greater emphasis on 
development of junior Cricket beginning with the Academy.  
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THILINI PERERA SHINES WITH CHANCELESS 160 : 
WESLEY TAKES MAKOR HONOURS IN DRAWN CENTENARY MATCH 

Wesley College powered by a chanceless 160 by right-hand batsman Thilina Perera took major 
honours in the Centenary encounter with St Joseph’s College which ended in a draw at Campbell 
Park yesterday.  

Both teams shared the ˜Bryan Claessen-Arthur Hakel Memorial Trophy which was awarded for 
the first time in this encounter. The Josephians electing to bat first declared their first essay at 
268/9. Wesley continuing from their overnight score of 57/2 were in trouble at 98/5 when Thilina 
Perera and Movin Subasinghe (38) put on a 110-run partnership for the sixth wicket which was 
followed by a seventh wicket stand of 115 between Perera and Thimira Jayasekera (38) that took 
the game away from the Joes.  

Perera’s 160 came off 225 balls with 28 boundaries and two sixes. Lakshan Gamage bagged five 
wickets for the Joes while skipper Harin Cooray was rewarded with three scalps. Ruchika Dangalla 
captured three wickets and Sakuntha Perera grabbed two wickets to have the Josephians reeling 
in their second innings at five wickets down for just six runs and a minimum of ten overs to go 
when Nipun Sumanasinghe and Pahan Perera prevented Wesley from forcing a victory. 

 
ST JOSEPHS FIRST INNINGS 268/9 declared 
 
WESLEY COLLEGE FIRST INNINGS 324 
Thilina Perera 160, Movin Subasinghe 38, Thimira Jayasekera 38, Anuda Akmeemana 37 and 
Hasith Geesara 25. 
 
ST JOSEPH’S SECOND INNINGS  48/6 
Ruchika Dangalla 3/15 and Sakuntha Liyanage 2/15 
 

 
Our two teams, under 17 and under 15 participated in several tournaments including the All Island 
Tournament. Under 19 team participated in the Western Province Tournament Organized by 
Vidura College and became runners-up, while our under 17 team became the group leaders in the 
All Island Tournament. With a view to improving the game a programme on food management 
and physical fitness is scheduled during the practices. 
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10 of our junior students from Havelock’s Primary who are being trained in the coloured ball as 
applicable to beginners of tennis, took part in the “School Tens” Tennis Tournament conducted by 
the SLTA playing section. 7 year old Navindu Bandara won 5 matches in the Round Robin and 
reached the semi final in the Orange ball category. 

  

Our athletes have just begun to make their presence felt in public meets. Many have reached the 
respective qualification times while we have also performed creditably in several invitation relays.  

 

Once again we were able to maintain the traditional high standards we reached in recent years, in 
conducting both the Senior and the Junior Sports Meets which were held during the 1st quarter 
2017. Mr. Jeremy Brohier was the Chief Guest for Senior Meet which Mr. Asela Happugalle did the 
honours for Junior Meet. 

 

Other than the customary activities in the field of sports there were two outstanding achievements 
by our sportsmen outside the traditional arena. 

Sports update for 2nd Quarter 2017 

We take pleasure in presenting our sports report from the 2nd half of last year up to the end of the 
1st quarter of the current year.  

  

RUGGER  
The much awaited rugger season began with our first match in the Singer Sri Lanka School Rugby 
Tournament against Trinity College Kandy, which reminded us of the period long years ago when 
Trinity used to defeat us comprehensively as we had taken to the game relatively later.  
However, our team made us forget this initial debacle by recording a string of victories thereafter 
including, the Sir Oliver Goonethilake Memorial Trophy by defeating St. Thomas College Mt. Lavinia. 
Our performance in the matches played thus far are reflected below: 

  
UNDER 20 SINGER LEAGUE RUGBY TOURNAMENT 2017 
24th February 2017 - Wesley Vs Trinity  - 64 / 24 - (Lost)  
3rd March 2017  - Wesley Vs Prince of Wales  - 28 / 10 - (Won)  
12th March 2017 - Wesley Vs S. Thomas’  - 23 / 18  - (Won)  
17th March 2017 - Wesley Vs Science - 36 / 10 - (Won)  
24th March 2017 - Wesley Vs Zahira - 32 / 29 - (Won)  
28th April 2017 - Wesley Vs St. Joseph’s - 23 /14 - (Won) 
6th May 2017 - Wesley Vs St. Peter’s - 26 / 14 - (Won)  
 
At the end of the 1st round in the League, Wesley was placed second only to Trinity among the 13 
“A” Division Schools participating in the league. In the second round which commenced towards the 
end of April 2017. Wesley begun in grand style by defeating St. Joseph’s and St. Peters College. 
However we lost the balance two games against Royal College and Isipathana College and ended the 
league in 4th place in the A Division “super 8”. Overall our performance for the season was the best 
since 2013. 



OBUA Newsletter – Winter Edition 2017 12 

During the intervening period between the first and second round we played against Kingswood 
College in Kandy for the Blaze Trophy which we lost by 1 point. It will be recalled that this trophy is 
presently in our custody having beaten Kingswood by the highest margin in the series in 2016. 
 

 JUNIOR CRICKET  
As is customary all our junior teams fared reasonably well. The under 15 and under 17 teams recorded 
a string of victories to reach the knock out stage before being eliminated in the quarter finals. Of the 3 
teams we fielded in the under 13 age category 2 teams reached the second round.       

  

SWIMMING 
It is indeed heartening to report that our Swimming made major strides during the year 2016 although 
Swimming is relatively new to Wesley.  
For the first time we conducted a dual contest where our Juniors were pitted against the very strong 
Thomian team who had ample experience. We won this event convincingly bringing pride to the 
School. This event was organized by the Class of 93 lead by Asith Siriwardena. 
 

Besides the above, our performance for the year included the following exceptional 
performances:  
 
• Adeetha Siriwardena was placed 3rd in Public School Meet in the under 9 category 
• Akash Kumaresan was placed 3rd in the same meet in the under 13 category 
• Shamod Athulathmudali was placed 3rd in the under 19 category of the same meet 
 
College swimmers took part in recent National Intermediate Swimming Championship held at 
Sugathadasa Stadium:  
 
• Athik Ahmeer won 2 gold and 3 Silver medals in the under 17 age category 
• Keshan Bandara won 1 Silver in the under 11 category 
• Several others came within the 1st 8 in their respective events   
  

FOOTBALL  
It must be mentioned that the relentless and untiring efforts of the Master in charge Mr. Tony has 
enabled football not only to survive but also to produce results. It has certainly been a battle to sustain 
the interest of boys especially at senior level. The attendance at Junior level is exceptionally good. 
 
During the year under review, our senior team came up with a sensational performance by becoming 
the 7-a-side champions in the most prestigious tournament in Schools Soccer circuit the Zahira Sevens. 
The other achievements are tabulated below:  

ST. JOSEPH’S TOURNAMENT 

Under 19 - Shield Champions  

Under 17 - Plate Runners Up  

Under 15 - Cup Semi Finalist  

Under 13 - Plate Quarter Finalist  

ANANDA 7’S TOURNAMENT  

Under 17 - Plate Runners Up 

  

LYCEUM 7’S TOURNAMENTS  

Under 13 - Cup Runners Up   
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BADMINTON  
Due to the combination of several factors Badminton has now become a well organized and 
efficiently managed sport at Wesley. The sheer dedication of the Coach, and the Teacher in charge 
together with a committed and enthusiastic bunch of Boys enabled the 4 age group teams to elevate 
from the “E” division to “C” division.  
 
In the tournaments conducted in the latter part of 2016 our under 13 team became Joint Champions 
while our under 14 and under 16 teams became champions in the Western Province tournament 
conducted by the institute of Sport Science. Earlier our under 19 team was placed 3rd in the “C” 
division in the All Island Tournament.  
 
It is with much regret that we place on record that our Badminton Teacher in charge fondly referred 
to as “Roshini Teacher” bid goodbye at the end of 2016 in pursuant of greener pastures. Her love 
and dedication will be missed by the Badminton circuit especially by the children under her charge.  
 

HOCKEY  
While our Junior teams fared reasonably well, the interest in Hockey at Senior level is declining due 
to parental pressure. Many boys are giving up the game to concentrate on studies. A concerted 
effort is being made to resuscitate this game which was in the forefront for a long time. 

 
BASKETBALL  
Towards the latter part of last year our Basketball team began in earnest to participate at 
competitive level. In the current year we continuously participated in the tournaments conducted by 
the Schools Basketball Association and for the first time began to record victories. One of the 
foremost needs was met recently when our Basketball court was re-surfaced to enable the teams to 
have a better facility for practice as well as to be competitive. 
 

ATHLETICS 
Here again Athletics which was neglected for many years in the recent past has now been revived 
thanks to the effort made by the Master in charge Mr. Anjana Ratnayake. For the very first time in 
the traceable past as many as 43 athletes took part in the District competition.  
 
In the recently concluded Tarbet Cup All Island competition 10 boys from our team reached the 
respective qualifying times. Although it is too premature to aspire for places in the Public Schools 
circuit, it is a matter of time when our boys will begin to make the grade if the current trend 
continues.  
 
The resurgence began with the conduct of a grand and colorful sports meet befitting the image of 
the School. Our former Principal Dr. Shanthi Macleland was the Chief Guest in 2016 while Mr. Asela 
Happugalle did the honours at the 2017 meet. 
 

TABLE TENNIS  
We did exceptionally well in Table Tennis despite the handicap of not having a suitable location for 
practice until the latter part of the year.  
 
It is with sense of pride that we record that we became Champions in the under 18 All Island Inter 
School Tournament held in June 2016. We are now proud to be promoted to the “A” division for the 
first time 
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One of the young lads Ishaan Faleel represented the School in the under 8 category and became 
the Western Province Champion. He is now regarded as the third ranked player in the Country in 
that age group. In the recent all island Novices Championship he became the Runner-up in the 
under 8 age group. He also became the Champion in the same age group category in the All Island 
Intermediate Private and Semi Government Schools Table Tennis Championship.  
 
Lithmina Mahanama who has continuously done well for Wesley is now among the first four 
ranked players in the under 15 age group in the Country.  
  
We are indebted to our Coaches and the Master in charge for the dedicated service rendered.  
   

TENNIS  
We are yet in the embryo stage of introducing a set of very young students who are undergoing a 
training program referred to as “Tennis 10s”. Our team took part in the first 2 tournaments where 
talent was being identified before they are introduced to tennis proper. 
  
10 of our junior students from Havelock’s Primary who are being trained in the coloured ball as 
applicable to beginners of tennis, took part in the “School Tens” Tennis Tournament conducted by 
the SLTA playing section. 
 
7 year old Navindu Bandara won 5 matches in the Round Robin and reached the semifinal in the 
Orange ball category.  
 

CHESS  
A surfeit of very young students have shown interest in Chess where facilities for practices have 
been arranged in both the Borella Campus & Havelocks Primary.  

Two brothers Rahel and Ravish Karunarathne did exceptionally well to be selected to  
participate at National level. Rahel came up with an extraordinary performance by winning five 

out of six games at National Level. 
 

KAYAKING  
You will recall that Wesley was among the few schools which participated when Kayaking was 
initially introduced to schools last year. Wesley was represented by 4 young students all below 15 
years of age. They created history by taking part in the inaugural Kayaking Regatta for schools 
organized by the association. All four were placed. 
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